
HANGER, 2009 

Reason For Decision:  
In making this decision, the Classification Board has applied the Classification (Publications, 
Films and Computer Games) Act 1995 (the Classification Act), the National Classification Code 
(the Code) and the Guidelines for the Classification of Films and Computer Games 2005 (the 
Guidelines).  

In the Board’s view this film warrants an ‘RC’ classification in accordance with item 1(a) of the 
films table of the National Classification Code:  

“1. Films that:  

(a) depict, express or otherwise deal with matters of sex, drug misuse or addiction, crime, 
cruelty, violence or revolting or abhorrent phenomena in such a way that they offend against the 
standards of morality, decency and propriety generally accepted by reasonable adults to the 
extent that they should not be classified;” will be Refused Classification.  

The Guidelines state that sexual violence may be implied if justified by context within the R18+ 
classification; films will therefore be refused classification if they contain explicit depictions of 
sexual violence. The Guidelines also state that films will be refused classification if they contain 
gratuitous, exploitative or offensive depictions of violence with a very high degree of impact or 
which are excessively frequent, prolonged or detailed. 

  

The film contains depictions of explicit sexual violence and sexualised violence that are very 
high in impact, as well as prolonged depictions of violence which are offensive and/or have a 
very high degree of impact. Depictions of violence include detailed mutilation and 
disfigurement, viscera and shattered bone as well as blood gushes, splatter and spray. A male 
character is tortured with a blow torch while two others are choked to death - one with excrement 
and the other with a used tampon. Sexual themes underpin the depictions of violence with 
pornographic footage and still images featuring full frontal nudity with genital detail and explicit 
sexual intercourse frequently viewed in the background. Other scenes of violence are cut with 
depictions of sexual activity and/or sexualised nudity. The sexual content and sexualised context 
both serve to heighten the overall impact of the violence viewed throughout the film. This 
content exceeds what can be accommodated within the R18+ classification and, as such, is 
Refused Classification.  

  

Please note that the examples described below do not represent an exhaustive list of the 
content that caused the film to be Refused Classification.  

Examples include but are not limited to the following:  



At approximately 10 minutes, a heavily pregnant prostitute, Rose, is implicitly struck across the 
face with the hook of a metal coat hanger. A deep, raw and bloody gash is viewed in close-up 
across the left side of her face. Her pimp, Leroy, forces her back on a bed, spreads her legs as he 
straddles her and implies that he is going to abort her foetus. When Rose pleads with him to 
convince him not to harm her baby, Leroy implicitly punches her with force, knocking her out. A 
close-up of Rose’s belly is viewed followed by an extreme close-up depicting the hook of the 
wire hanger being run across Rose’s genitals before Leroy explicitly inserts the hook between 
her labia and then implicitly through the birth canal and into her uterus – again viewed in 
extreme close-up. Rose screams and writhes in pain before a squelching sound effect is heard 
and Leroy implicitly forces the implement deeper into her womb below screen. He continues to 
manipulate the wire hook below screen before, in another extreme close-up, blood streams from 
between Rose’s labia as Leroy manipulates her belly. The camera cuts to a close-up of Rose’s 
face, contorted in pain, before it cuts back to another extreme close-up of blood flowing from 
between Rose’s labia. Leroy exclaims “Got cha!” and Rose cries out in pain before the blood-
smeared head of the infant is viewed exiting the birth canal. Leroy drags the baby from Rose’s 
body with the umbilical cord still attached and, with wide blood stains viewed on the bed linen, 
tosses the infant to the floor. An extreme close-up of the blood-covered infant is viewed before 
the scene ends at approximately 14 minutes.  

  

At approximately 31 minutes, when Russell tells a woman that she is “butt ugly” and looks 
pregnant, Hanger appears mesmerised by the woman’s protruding belly. He pushes the woman 
back on the couch saying “Give me baby”, then claws at the now screaming woman’s clothes 
and nuzzles at her breast while Russell, jumping up and down in excitement, looks on. At 
approximately 32 minutes, in an extreme close-up, Hanger lifts his head revealing a wide, open 
and bloody wound on the woman’s breast where he has implicitly bitten off her nipple and the 
surrounding flesh. Blood splatters over the screaming woman before the bitten section is dropped 
back onto her upper chest. The now blood-drenched woman continues to scream as Hanger 
savages her chest and body; gnawing and chewing on what appears to be bloodied viscera, 
entrails and flesh. The camera cuts to a front on close-up of the now silent woman and Hanger, 
both completely drenched in blood, then back to a close-up of Hanger as he continues to feed on 
and tear through the woman’s flesh and organs while repeating “give me baby”. The scene ends 
at approximately 35 minutes.  

  

At approximately 63 minutes, Phil, dressed as Santa Claus, having swallowed a handful of 
tablets in order to achieve “the hard-on of the century” and having rendered Russell and Hanger 
unconscious with GBH, exposes his erect penis before, thrusting vigorously, he implicitly anally 
rapes Russell. The scene cuts to a close-up of a female character’s genitals as she masturbates 
with a small implement, then to John, tied up and having been tortured with a blow torch, now 
having his face forced into the genitals of a semi-naked prostitute. The camera cuts back to Phil 
as he crosses to Hanger, lying unconscious on the couch, his colostomy bag having been pulled 
from the stoma in his abdomen. In an extreme close-up, Phil explicitly inserts his penis into the 



stoma and thrusts repeatedly as copious amounts of thick brown fluid ooze from the hole in 
Hanger’s belly.  

  

In the opinion of the Board, this film contains depictions of violence, sexual violence and 
sexualised violence that are very high in impact and exceed what can be accommodated within 
the R18+ classification. As such, this film is Refused Classification pursuant to item 1(a) of the 
films table of the Code.  

Decision:  

This film is Refused Classification in accordance with item 1(a) of the films table of the National 
Classification Code.  

 


